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1 
This invention relates to slide fasteners, 
especially top stops for the same, and more par- 
ticularly to releasing top stops. 
In separable slide fasteners provided with a 
releasing top stop, the slider le stopped by the re- 
leasing top stop when drawn with a normal 
closing force. However, a strong pull causes the 
slider fo move past the releasing top stop, where- 
upon the stringers are free to be separated by a 
qulck stripping action, without moving the slider 10 
back to the bottom stop. 
One object of the present invention le to pro- 
vide a releasing top stop which is inconspicuous; 
which is adaptable to fasteners of small size; and 
which does not detract from the flnished appear- 15 
ance of commercial slide fasteners. 
Other objects are to provide a releasable top 
stop which does not interfere with the flexibility 
of the tape, and which has no exposed springs. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 20 
a releasable top stop which functions to expand 
the slider within the stem portion thereof in a 
direction normal or transverse to the plane of 
the fastener and hence utilizes the most resilient 
or elastic portion of the slider. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 
a releasing top stop whlch coacts with the slider 
but which in operation is independent of many 
dimensional variations which occur in slider 
manufacture. 
Still another object of the invention is to pro- 
vide a releasable top stop .which may be used 
with a slide fastener having either a fully separa- 
ble bottom stop, as in Patent No. 2,381,359 
granted to Villiam Milkulas on August 7, 1945, 35 
or.with a bottom stop which is not fully separable 
but which is adapted to facilitate reassembly, as 
disclosed in co-pending application of David 
lbinow and the present inventor, filed August 
31, 1945, under Serial Number 613,890, now 40 
Patent No. 2,573,058 dated Oct. 30, 1951. 
To accomplish the foregoing general objecte, 
and other more specific objecte which will here- 
inafter appear, the present invention resides in 
the slide fastener and releasing top stop members, 45 
and their relation one to the other as are here- 
inafter described in the following specification. 
The specification is accompanied by drawings, in 
which: 
 Fig. 1 is a fragmentary view of a slide fastener 
embodying the principles of this invention; 
Fig. 2 shows the slide fastener in separated 
condition with the slider pulled past the releas- 
ing-stop and retained on one stringer; 
Fig. 3 is an end view of one of the two releas- 

2 
ing stop members, and shows how iL is clamped 
on the tape; 
Fig. 4 is a plan view with a part of the top 
slider wall broken away to show the releasing stop 
5 members arresting upward movement of the 
slider; 
Fig. 5 is a section taken approximately in the 
plane of the line §--5 of Fig. 4; 
Figs. 6, 7 and 8 are diagrams explanatory of the 
operation of the invention; 
Pige. 9 and 10 are views similar to Fig. 4 but 
illustrate progressive stages in the movement of 
the slider past the releasing end stop when under 
a strong pull; 
Fig. 11 le a longitudinal section taken 
proximately in the plane of the line l I--I! of 
Fig. 9; 
Fig. 12 is a transverse section taken approxi- 
mately in the plane of the line !2--12 of Fig. 11; 
Fig. 13 is a section similar to Fig. 5., but il- 
lustrates a slightly modified form of releasing 
stop member; 
Fig. 14 le a section similar fo Fig. 12, but 
lustrating a modifled form of releasing stop 
25 member; 
Fige. 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 are diagrams ex- 
planatory of the operation of the modified form 
of the invention; and 
Fig. 20 is a perspective view of one of the two 
30 releasing stop members. 
Referring to the drawings, and in particular 
to Fige. 1 and 2, the slide fastener comprises 
stringers 12 and 14 having interlockable fastener 
elements !6 and a slider !0 movable therealong 
by means of a suitable handle or so-called "pull" 
20. The stringers !2 and !4 respectively are pro- 
vided with releasing stop members 22 and 24, 
and stringer 12 is additionally provided with a 
positive stop member 26 spaced above the re- 
leasing stop member 22 by an amount greater 
than the length of the slider !0. To insure re- 
tention of slider !0 on stringer !2, the chain of 
fastener elements is continued between the re- 
leasing stop 22 and the positive stop 26, as is 
Jndicated bF elements 20. The cords 30 of the 
stringer 4 are eut off or removed above the 
leasing stop 24, therebF facilitating disengage- 
ment of stringer 4 from the slider. 
It will be understood that when e slider is 
50 drawn upwardly, its movement is arrested bF 
the top stops 22 and 24. However, if the slider 
is pulled very forcibly» if moves past the releasing 
stops 22, 24 to the positive stop 26, as shown in 
Fig. 2, whereupon the stringer !4 is readilF pulled 
 55 sidewardly from the slider, and the entire length 
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Of the slide fastener is stripped open. It will be 
seen from inspection of Figs. 1 and 2 that the 
releasing top stops are inconspicuous, and devoid 
of fiat plates and spring wires of the character 
heretofore required. Instead, the stop members 5 
are small solid moral parts. They are comple- 
mentary,-as is best shown in Fig. 5, their inner 
edges 3-2 and 34'being thizmed or eut 'away on 
opposite sides for overlapping engagement. As 
here shown, they are sloped to form what may t0 
be termd wedge-stop members which assemble. 
in overlapping relation. The operation will be 
explained in greater detail later, but it may be 
preliminarily stated ai this point thatthe mem- 
bers 22 and 24 are so dimensioned that- when- they 15 
overlap they exceed the normal height of the 
slider channel. In the specific ïorm here shown 
when the height of the wedge-stop assembly 
equals the height of the slider chnnel the width 
of the assembly exceeds the width of the stem 2O 
portion of the channel, thereby aresting upward 
movement of the slider, and when the width of 
the wedge-stop assembly equals the width of the 
stera portion of the channel the height of the 
'assembly exceeds the normal.height of the chan- 25 
nel, but does not exceed the height to which .Che 
chnnel may be elastically expanded under ab- 
normal force, so tht the slider may be pulled 
.past the wedge-stop assembly by a strong pull. 
Referring now to Fig: 4, in moving the slider 
|8 upwardly or in fastener-closing direction, the 
.sgops :2 n.d 2 enter the divergent brnches of 
the ¥-shaped slider channel and move past the 
neck 8 until, they reach approximately the posi- 
tion shown in the drawing. The overall width 
of -the stop members 2,  (measured in the 
plane of the tares 2 and [4) is such that he 
stop assembly cannot pass the stem Portion of 
Che ¥-shaped slider channel. The stops 2 and 
24 are, of course, -urged toward each other by the 
convergent ways or flanges 8 of the slider, and 
the sloping surfaces 32 and 4 overlap somewhat 
ai the bottom. This causes a slight relative dis- 
placement of the steps and tares in a direction 
transverse of the plane of the tares, as is Shown 
in Fig. 5, in which the stop 24 bas crept up on 
stop 22 enough to just use up the clearance which 
the stop members bave witt/ifl the Slïder. The 
width of the stop assembly remains greater Chan 
the vidth of the stem portion of the slider chan- 
nel, and the Slider .does not more past the stop 
assembly, under normal frce. 
I a- greater tha-n normal force is applied, the 
flanges a8 of the slider force the-stops 22 and 2 
eloser-toward eadh other, whereupon the stops 
spread the slider wings apat. 
This .action is explained in Figs. 6,  and 8, 
referring to which the slider is assumed to bave 
upper and lower wings 40 and 4, with a .channel 
therebetween having a width W and a height tt. 60 
Thïs refers to the stem portion of Che ¥-shaped 
slider channel. The width W cannot change, but 
he height tt may be elastically expanded, as in- 
 dicated by the dotted line positions ' and 4', 
resulting ina greater channel height tt'. .65 
" Referring now o Fig. 7, the wedge-stop as- 
sembly, made up f stops .4 and 4, bas a hei,ght 
PI, and bas a width W' which is greater than the 
wîdth V of Fig. 6 PIowever, by changing the 
eIation of the stoRs to that shown in - Fig. 8 70 
thêwidth of the assemblY nay be reduced to the 
dïmension V, but ai the saine rime the height 
ïS increased t a height H' greater than the 
.heighC H. This height tt' is kept witlïin the 
.nount to wloEich the slider .may be elastically 

expanded, the resilience of the slider causing it 
to return to normal channel height tt after the 
slider bas been forced past the releasing stop 
assembly. 
In Fig. 9, the slide fastener stringers 2 and 
4 are completely united up to the stop members 
22 and 24, and the slide" 18 hasbeen forced up- 
wardly enòugh: to more the stops into parallel 
relation, with the sloping edges engaging each 
.ether throughout their length. This causes a 
spreading of the slider wings, as suggested in 
Fig. 6, and as is best shown in Figs. 11 and 12. 
In Fig. 11 the wings bave been spread from the 
brbken line position 40', 42' to the solid line posi- 
tion'.40, 42. The material of the sllder makes a 
good. spring or -his purpose, and I bave round 
that this is true regardless of whether the slider 
is coined or die cast, riveted or welded, etc. 
In Fig. 12 It will be noted that stop 24 and 
stringer 14 are displaced further upwardly rela- 
tive to stop 22 and stringêr 12, than was the case 
in lig: 6. On continued movement öf the slider 
in the same direction, the stop members move 
through he c.hannel -of the slider, as is indicated 
by the chànge from Fig. 9 o Fig. 10, until flnally 
the slider moves entirety past the stops. The 
 stringe£s cun now be stripped open from the top, 
t being remembered hat the upper end of 
stringer 1-4 above the releasa-ble top stop bas no 
3O fastenër elements and.no cord. " 
- The slider, mea.ntime; is stopped by the :posi- 
tive top .Stop 26, and is retained on stringer |2 
by the elements 2 (Figs. 1 and 10. Bec,use 
of the stzong force with wlich the slïder s iDulled 
35 past the releasa-ble StoRS, .the positive stop 25 
may be applied sound  fastener element 45 in 
order to reenforce ït. 
The zeleasable stops are preferably secuzed to 
the tares by slotting the 0uter edges to orm 
40 jaws vhich are clamped over trie beadèd edges 
oï the tares..Fig. 3 is an end view Of the stop 
member, with the jaws 8 and SS in spread con- 
dition. When the jws are clamped together 
around the tape, they ussume the broken line po- 
45 sition 48', SS'.. 
In Fig. 3 the stop is the .sme as %ha.t shown 
in Figs. 5- and 12, that is, it includes a shoulder 
§2 which strengChens the jaws against opening. 
However, the stop need nót bave th,is cross,sec- 
50 tion, and instead may bave a simple slöRing sur- 
face such as is shown in Fig. 13, which is gen- 
eraltylike Fig. 5, but in which . the stop. members 
S4and S8 do not bave shoulders. 
l%everting to Figs. 1, 2 and 4, the stop 2-4is 
55 preferably bevelted ai its upper end, as indicated 
a SS. This is intended Co prevent interference 
%vith the neck portion of. £he slider when the 
slider is moved downwa.rdly after having been 
pulled upwardly to %he normal stop position 
shown in Fig. 4. It is enough - to bevel the stop 
member 2. ttoever, for the sake of symmetry, 
and for convenience in production, both mem- 
bers are made identical, an-d member 22, accord- 
ingly, bas a bevel 80. 
The stop members so far described and illus- 
trated in Figs. 1 to 13 depend for Choir opera- 
tion upon the width of the slider between the 
flanges, for the flanges force the stop members 
toward each other, this lateral force beingträns- 
lated, through the Sloping or wedge faces, into 
a force exertèd upon the inner -fces of he slider 
halves fo expand bhe slider in a direction nmznal 
or transvese .to. the plane-of .the fasener, ttów- 
over, such a edging action Is not ai all essen- 
.75, tial to bhe practice of ihe invention, and a.-modi- 
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fication havïng no ,lateral wedge action, and 
which consequently is independent of the exact 
width of the slider between fianges, is shown in 
Figs. 14, 15, 17, 19, and 20 of the drawing. 
Under ideal conditions the top and bottom 
sides or "wings" of a slider are in perfect align- 
ment; that is to say, the opposite inner fiange 
surfaces are in exactly the same planes a--a and 
bb as shown in Fig. 16. The distance between 
the coincident planes within the stem portion of 
the slider channel is designated X. However, 
in s!ider manufacture (whether of the two-piece 
welded or the unitary one-piece variety) there 
frequently occurs a misalignment of the flanges 
on opposite slider halves, of the order of one or 
.a few thousandths of an inch. This is illus- 
trated in exaggerated form in Fig. 18, the mis- 
alignment being indicated by the dot-dash lines 
a'--a' and b'--b'. In such instances the posi- 
tions of the inner fianges determine the effective 
working width of the slider channel. The work- 
ing width, marked X' in Fig. 18, becomes less 
than the ideal width X in Fig. 16. Thus, even 
with careful manufacture there are three varia- 
bles; the distance between the inner faces of the 
top and bottom wings, the distance between the 
fianges of the individual slider halves, and the 
distance between the innermost flange of one 
slider hall and the innermost flange of the other 
slider halï. 
To overcome or eliminate two of these vari- 
ables, the complementary releasing stop mem- 
bers 70 and 72 in Fig. 14 are designed so that 
in operation they are independent of the width 
of the slider channel. 
The complementary stop members 70 and 72 
are each provided with substantially right an- 
gled, confronting surfaces 74, 70 and 78, 80, re- 
spectively. The portions 74 and 7B may be 
termed steps, and the portions 70 and 88, risers. 
The stop members 7n and 72 may be identical, 
having the same height ¥, which is equal to or 
less than the normal heigl]t of the slider chan- 
riel. The height of the step Ya of each stop is 
slightly greater than hall the height of the slider 
channel, so that when any portion of the steps 
74 and 78 are in overlapping relation, the overall 
height ¥' of the assembly is greater than the 
height of the individual members and the nor- 
mal height of the channel. The stop assembly 
then acts to expand the slider to a correspond- 
ïng charmel height ¥' as is indicated in dotted 
lines in Figs. 16 and 18. Preferably, the stops 
are provided with beveled corner edges 82 and 
84 to facflitate the steps 74 and 78 slipping over 
into overlapping or meshing relation. However, 
the seps themselves are simply fiat and parallel 
to the fiat top andbottom faces of the stops. 
Fig. 15 illustrates the position of the stop mem- 
bers prior to their entry into the stem portion of 
the slider channel. As shown in Figs. 16 fo 19, 
the particular width of the stem portion of the 
channel is immaterial insofar as achievement of 
slider expansion is concerned. For a width of 
say X, tle stop merr'bers overlap one given 
amount, as shown in Fig. 17. When the slider 
channel is of less width, say X', the stop mem- 
bers overlap a correspondingly greater amount 
to accommodate themselves to the decrease of 
channel width. Whatever the actual channel. 
width, the overall height ¥' of the assembled, 
coacting stops, and the consequent position of 
the slider halves after expansion, is the same for 
the different widths of channel. The width of 
each stop member is such that portions of the 
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fiat steps 74 and 70 are in overlapping engage- 
ment within the stem portion of the slider chan- 
riel, even when the channel is of maximum width. 
The slider fianges 80 function primarily as guides 
for the stops. They insure some overlap, but the 
amount of overlap is unimportant. The stops 70 
and 72 are each provided with jaws 80, 88 and 
90, 92, respectively, fo permit clamping upon the 
beaded edge of their respective tapes 2' and 
4'. If desired, one or both of the stop mem- 
bers 7{} and 72 may be bevelled at ifs or tlieir 
upper end or ends, as indicated at 8 and 0{} 
in Fig. 4, for the saine purpose as there ascribed 
thereto. This is shown at 94 in Fig. 20. 
While the slider illustrated is of the welded 
or two-piece type, it will be understood that the 
invention contemplates the coaction of the re- 
leasing stop members of the present invention 
with a slider of he unitary or one-piece type as 
well. 
It is believed that the construction and oper- 
ation, as well as the advantages of my improved 
slide fastener and its releasing top stop, will be 
apparent from the foregoing detailed descrip- 
tion thereof. The releasing stop members are 
relatively tiny and inconspicuous, and may be 
used on many commercial applications of slide 
fasteners where it would not be feasible to em- 
ploy some of the cumbersome and unsightly types 
of releasing stop member heretofore avaflable. 
The stop members are readily applied by simply 
clamping the jaws together, one at the end of 
the fastener elements, and the other by pre- 
liminarily removing a single fastener element to 
make room for the stop. The stop members are 
inexpensive; bave no moving parts; and do hot 
require the use of an exposed spring wire with 
attendant cost and trouble of assembly. In- 
stead, the slider itself acts as a spring, for al- 
though the neck or diamond portion 30 (Fig. 11) 
is rigid, the opposite end portion, that is the 
stem portion of the Y-shaped channel, is 
siliently separable for a small distance. 
It will be apparent that whfle I bave shown 
and described my invention in several preferred 
forms, changes may be ruade in the structures 
disclosed without departing from the spirit of the 
invention, as sought to be defined in the follow- 
ing claires. 
I claire: 
1. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slïde fastener including a pair of 
stringers having interlocking fastener elements, 
and a slider having a Y-shaped channel, said 
releasing top stop comprising a pair of comple- 
mentary stop members which assemble in over- 
lapping relation, said members each having a 
width in the plane of the tapes and a height in 
a direction perpendicular fo the plane of the 
tapes no greater than the width and height of 
the slider channel, whereby either member alone 
can pass freely through the slider, said mem- 
bers being so shaped, dimensioned, and related 
that they partially overlap in the stem portion 
of the slider, and the height of the assembly 
of the stop members with portions thereof in 
overlapping relation exceeds the normal height 
of the stem portion of the channel, but does hot 
exceed the height fo which the stem portion of 
the channel may be elastically expanded, where- 
by the slider is arrested when pulled with a nor- 
mal force yet may be pulled past the stop 
sembly by a strong pull. 
2. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastener including a pair 
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7 
ofistringers-.having interlocking fastener elements 
and a slider having, u ¥-shaped ctiarmel; the 
sides of said slider being - connected at one end 
and being slightly resiliently separable at the 
other end or store-of the ¥, said releasing top 5 
stop comprising complementary stop members 
adapted to assemble in overlapping relation when 
the stringers are brought together by the slider, 
each stop member being a relatively solid non- 
resilient block of material having a width less ]0 
than the width of the slider channel and a height 
less than the height of the-slider channel, the ad- 
jacent edges of said stop members being thinned 
on opposite sides to corne into overlapping rela- 
tion, and said members being so shapid, dimen- 
sioned and related that when the members are 
brought into overlapping relation their combined 
height exceeds the normal height of the stem 
portion oï.the channel, but does hot exceed the 
height to which the stem portion of the channel 20 
may be elastically expanded, whereby the slider 
is arrested when pulled with a normal force, yet 
may be pulled past the stop assembly by a strong 
pull. 
3. A quick-disassembly slide fastener compris- 25 
ing a pair of stringers- having interlocking fas- 
tener elements, a slideï having a Y--shaped chan- 
riel, and a. releasing top stop assembly; said re- 
leasing top stop comprising a pair of complemen- 
tary stop members which assembli in overlap- 30 
ping relation, saidmembers each having a width 
in the plane of the tapes and a height in a. di- 
rection perpendicular to the plane of the tapes 
no greater than the width, and height of the 
slider channel, whereby, either member alone 35 
can pass. freely through the slider', said comple- 
mentary stop members boing so dimensioned 
that they partially overlap in the stem portion 
of the slider, and the height of the assembly 
with portions of the complementary stop mem- 40 
bers in overlapping relation, exceeds the normal 
height of the stem-portion of the channel, but 
does net exceed the height te which the stem por- 
tion of fhe channel may be elastically expanded 
under abnormal forc e, whereby the slider is af- 45 
rested when pulled with a normal force yet may 
be pulled past the stop assembly by a strong pull, 
the resilience of. the slider causing it to return te 
normal channel height. 
4. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastener including a pair of 
stringers having interlocking fastener elements, 
and a slider having a ¥-shapid chainel, said re- 
leasing top stop comprising complementary stop 
members which assemble in overlapping relation. 55 
to ïorm a wedge-stop assembly, said members 
being se sha-ped, dimensioned, and related that 
when the height of the wedge-stop assembly 
equals the height of the slider channel the width 
of the assembly exceeds the width of the stem 6,9 
portion of the channel, thereby arresting upward 
movement of he slider when pulled with a nor- 
mal ïorce, and when the stop members oviilap 
se that the width of the wedge-stop assembly is 
reduced te the width of the stem portion of the 65 
channel the height of the assembly ixceeds the 
normal hiight of the channel but does hot ex- 
ceed the height to which the charme! may be 
elastically expanded, whereby the slider may be 
pulled past the wedge-stop assembly by a strong 70 
pull. 
5. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastenir-including a pair of 
stringers and a slidir having a ¥-shaped chan- 
riel, said: top. stop. comprising complementary 75 

stop members having a combined width greater 
than the width of the stem portion.of, the chan- 
riel and the inner edges of which are sloped to 
form wedge-stop, members which assemble with 
the sloping edges in overlapping relation, said 
members being  so dimensioned that-, when the 
height of the wedge-stop assembly equals the 
height of the slider channel the width of the 
assembly exceeds the width of the stem por- 
tion of the channel, thereby arrestirg upward 
movement of the slider when pulled with a nor- 
mal.force, and when the width.of the wedge-stop 
assembly is reduced to the width of the stem 
portion of the channel ttie height of ttie assem- 
bly exceeds the normal, height of. the channel 
but does hot exceed the height to which the 
channel may. be elastically expanded under ab- 
normal force, whereby the slider may be pulled 
past the wedge-stop assembly by a strong pull, 
the resilience of the slider causing it ' to.return 
to normal charmel height. 
6. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with.a_slidi fastener including a pair of 
stringers and a slider having a Y-shapid chan- 
nil said top stop comprising complementary stop 
membershaving a combined width greater than 
the width ofthe stem portion of the channel and 
the inner edges of which are sloped to f0rm 
wedge-stop members which assemble with fhe 
sloping edges in overlapping relation, said mem- 
bers being so dimensioned that when the leight 
of the wedge-stop assembly equals the height of 
the slider channeFthe width of the assembly ex- 
ceeds the width of the stem portion of the chan- 
riel, thereby arresting upward movement of the 
slider when pulled with a normal force, and when 
tle width of the wedge-stop assemb!y is reduced 
to the width of the stem portion of the charmel 
the-height of the assembly exceeds the normal 
height of the channel but does hot exceed the 
height to which the channel may be elastically 
expanded under abnormal force, whereby the 
slider may be pulled past the wedge-stop assem- 
bly by a strong pull, the resilience of the slidër 
causin it to return to normal channel height, 
said wedge-stop members being bevelled at the 
upper ends of the sloping o1" wedge-like inner 
edges to minimize interference with the neck of 
the slider. 
7. A releasing or quick-disassemblF top stop 
for use' with a slide fastener including a pairof 
stringers and a slider having u ¥-shaped chan- 
riel, said top stop comprising complementary 
stop members having a combined width greater 
than the width of the stem portion of the chan- 
riel, said.stop members being relatively solid non- 
resiliint blocks of material the outer edges of 
which are slotted to f0rm  jaws clamped over the 
beaded edges of he tapes of he stringersl and 
the inner edges of which are sloped to form 
wedge-stop members which assemble witti the 
sloping edges in overlapping, relation, sa-id mem- 
bots-being so dimensioned that. when the height 
of the wedge-stop assembly equals the heiht-of 
the slider channel the width of the assembly 
exceeds tle width of the stem portion of the 
channel, thereby arrestingupward movement of 
the-slider when pulled with a normal force, and 
when the width of the. wedge-stop assembly is 
reduced to the width of the stem portion of ttie 
channel the height ofthe: assembly exceeds the 
normal heiht of-the, channel but does hot ex- 
ceed the leight to which the channel may be 
elastically expanded under- abnormal force, 
whereby the slider.maybe Pul]ed.past the:wedge 



2,601710 

Stop .assembly by a strong pu!!, the resilience of 
the slider causing it to return to normal chanrel 
height, and' sail wCge-stÙp members being 
be'eiïed t thë:uppr.ëds of.thWs!bp!ng inner 
edges in order to minimize, interference with the 
neck of the slider .... 
8. A quick-disassembly slide  fatener Compris- 
ing a pair of si.ngers hving CterÂkifig 
tëner elements 5 slider havg a Y:shapëd Cï]an- 
nel, a releasing top stoPaSsernblY, S'àid elëas- 
ing top stop comprising complemenay Stop 
members the inner edges oï which are sloped to 
form wedge-stop members which assemble with 
the sloping edges in. overlapping relation, said 
members being so dimensioned tha t when the 
height of the wedgestop assembly' equals the 
height of the slider channel the widt-h 'of the 
sembly exceeds the width of the stem portion 
of the channel, thereby arresting upward move- 
ment othe slider when pulled with a.nqrmal 
foce, nd when the comPiementdry stop mem- 
bers  overïp so that the vïdth0 the wedge-top 
assembly equals the width of the stem poçtiin Of 
the channel the height of thë sembly exceeds 
the normal height of the chännel but does. not ex- 
Ceed the height to Which the channel may be 
elastically expanded under abnormal force, 
whereby the slider may be pulled past the wedge- 
stop assembly by a strong pull, the resilience of 
the slider causing it to return to normal channel 
height. 
9. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastener including a pair of 
stringers having interlocking fastener elements, 
and a slider having a Y-shaped channel, said re- 
leasing top stop comprising a pair of comple- 
mentary stop members which assemble in over- 
lapping relation, said members being so shaped, 
dimensioned, and related that though the height 
of each stop member does hot exceed the height 
of the slider channel and the combined width of 
the assembly of the stop members with portions 
thereof in overlapping relation in the stem por- 
tion of the channel does hot exceed the width of 
said stem portion of the channel, the height of 
the assembly exceeds the normal height of said 
stem portion of the channel, but does not exceed 
the height to which the stem portion of the chan- 
nel may be elastically expanded, whereby the 
slider is arrested when pulled with a normal 
force yet may be pulled past the stop assembly 
by a strong pull. 
10. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastener including a pair of 
stringers having interlocking fastener elements 
and a slider having a Y-shaped channel, the 
sides of said slider being connected atone end 
and being slightly resfliently separable at the 
other end or stem of the Y, said releasing top 
stop comprising complementary stop members 
adapted to assemble in overlapping relation when 
the stringers are brought together by the slider, 
each stop member being a relative]y solid non- 
resflient block of material having a height less 
than the height of the slider channel, the adja- 
cent edges of said stop members being stepped on 
opposite sides to corne into overlapping relation, 
and said members being so shaped, dimeusioned 
and related that when the members are brought 
into overlapping relation their combined width 
does hot exceed the width of the stem portion of 
the channel yet thefl, combined height exceeds 
the normal height of said stem portion, but does 
not exceed the height to which the stem portion 
of the channel may be elastically expanded, 

whereby the slider is arested when pulled with 
a rormal force, yet may be pulled past th stop 
assembly by a strong pull. : 
1!. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
5 fo use with a slide fastner including a pair of 
stingers having interlocking fastener elements 
and a slider having a Y-shape.d ' channel, the 
sides .6f Sàid slidër being' connectëd at ne end 
and beii]g lightly resiliently sëparable at the 
10 other end or stem Of the Y, said releasin'g top 
stop comPrising complementary stop mëmbers 
adaptecl to assemble in overlapping relation 
when the sringers are brought together by the 
slider, ëach stop member ,being a relatively solid 
15 non:resflient block of material formed at its con- 
fronting face with a substantially right angled 
gtep poi'tion, said stepP0rtion having a slightly 
greter heightthän itg rser and being provided 
at its:lëadingedge with a bevel, sid stop mem- 
20 bers eachhaving a total height of step and riser 
portions less than the height of the slider clan- 
riel, said members being so imensioned and re- 
lated that when 'the steP portions are brought 
into oerlapping relation the combined Width of 
25 the stop members does hot exceed the width of 
the Stém portion of the channel, yet their com- 
bined height exceeds the normal height of the 
stem portion, but does hot exceed the height to 
which the stem portion of the channel may be 
30 elastically expanded, whereby the slider is ar- 
rested when pulled with a normal force, yet may 
be pulled past the stop assembly by a strong pull. 
12. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
for use with a slide fastener including a pair of 
35 stringers having interlocking fastener elements, 
and a slider having a Y-shaped channel, said 
leasing top stop comprising complementary stop 
members adapted to ,assemble in overlaPping re- 
lation when the stringers are brought together by 
4O the slider, each stop member having a width less 
than the width of the slider channel and a height 
less than the height of the slider channel, the 
adjacent edges of said stop members being 
stepped on opposite sides to corne into overlap- 
ping relation, said steps having a width so great 
45 that the members, when overlapped, bave a com- 
bined width less than the width of the stem por- 
tion of the channel, and said steps having a 
height slightly greater than hall the height of 
the slider channel so that when said members 
5O are brought into overlapping relation theh- com- 
bined height exceeds the normal height of the 
stem portion of the channel, but does not exceed 
the height to which the stem portion of the chan- 
55 nel may be elastically expanded, whereby the 
slider is arrested when pulled with a normal 
force, yetmay be pulled past the stop assembly 
by a strong pull. 
13. A releasing or quick-disassembly top stop 
60 for use with a slide ïastener including a çair of 
stringers having interlocking fastener elements. 
and a slider having a Y-shaped channel, the 
sides of said slider being connected af one end 
and being slightly resfliently separable af the 
65 other end or stem of the Y, said releasïng top 
stop comprising complementary stop members 
adapted to assemble in overlapping relation when 
the stringers are brought together by the slider, 
each stop member being a relatively solïd non- 
70 resilient block of material having a width less 
than the width of the slider channel and a height 
less than the height of the slider channel, the 
adjacent edges of said stop members being stepped 
on opposite sides to corne into overlapping rela- 
75 tion, said steps being fiat and parallel to the 
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vais oï the stop members, saoEd steps having a 
wïtlth so great that the members, When over- 
lapped, have a combined width less than tlé 
width of the stem portion of th chunnel, and 
said steps having a height slightly greater than 
hall t'he height of the slider channel so that 
when said members are brought into overlapping 
relation heir combined height exceeds the nor- 
ml height oï the stem portion of the channél, 
but does hot exceed the height to which the stem 
portion of the channel may be elastically ex« 
panded, whereby the slider is arrested When pulled 
with a normal force, yet may be pulled past the 
Stop assembly by a strong pull. 
14. A quickdisssembly slide ïastener com- 
prising a pir of Stringers hving interlockih$ 
ïastener elements, a slidei having a Y-hapecl 
channel, a releasing top stop gSembly, sgid 
leasing top stop c0mpriSing a pair Of comple- 
mentary stop members which assemble in ovër- 
lapping relation, skid complementry stop 
becs bëïng so dimensioned ttiat though he height 
of each does not exceed the height of the slïdet 
clïl/nel and he combined width of the assembIy 
of the Stop members with po2tions thereof in 
overlapping relation in the stem portion of the 

channel cioes fl0t, ex6ee'd 
portion of the channet; 
exceeds the normal lïeight of saîd stem portion- 
of tle c1nnel , bU d0es . n0t ëxcee'ci the height 
5 to which th Stem PoriOn, 0f h chnnèl my be 
elastàcally expanded under .atiï0rrbi force, 
wherèby the slider is arresteci .wher putled with 
a norrnat fore ye rnay be pulled past-.the stop 
assembiy by a stong pull, the resilience of he 
10 slider causing it to return fo. rormul chamïel 
height. 
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